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10 + 7 = 17 

Kyle has 17 crayons. 

Kindergarten Important Math Information 
Decomposing Numbers, including Teen Numbers 

Dear Family, 

Our class is starting a unit of study in mathematics called Decomposing Numbers, including Teen Numbers. This 

unit of study will have students continue to work on showing and solving combination problems within 10.  

They will also learn about how numbers 11 – 19 are composed of ten ones and other ones.  The specific 

learning goals your student will be working toward are listed below with examples of student work showing 

understanding of each learning goal. 

Learning Goal: Show and solve combination problems within 10. 

Example Problems Example Student Solutions 

 

 

Jessa is buying 8 fish.  

She wants some red 

fish and some yellow 

fish.  How many of each 

color could Jessa buy? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning Goal: Understand that the numbers 11 – 19 are composed of ten ones and some other ones. 

Example Problem Example Student Solution 

 

 

Kyle has a box of 10 

crayons.  He also has 7 

extra crayons.  How 

many crayons does Kyle 

have? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I used red and yellow 

counters to represent my fish.  

There were many ways to 

make 8.   

5 + 3 = 8 

Jessa could buy 5 red fish and 3 yellow fish. 

10 7 

17 
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Mathematical Thinking and Practices Learning Goal: I can find patterns and use them to solve 

problems. 

Things you can do at home to support your student throughout this unit of study: 
 

 Counting  

We continue to focus on strategies for counting accurately and are practicing counting 

sets of up to 20 objects. This is more challenging because there are more objects to 

keep track of, but also because the number sequence in the teens doesn’t follow the 

same pattern as the rest of the numbers. For example, think about 21, 22, 23 (or 31, 

32, 33 or 41, 42, 43), and then consider the fact that we don’t say ten-one, ten-two, ten-three for 11, 12, 

13. You can support your child by finding lots of ways to count together at home.  
 

 Solving Story Problems  

In this unit, students have lots of opportunities to solve problems about combining (addition) and 

separating (subtraction) small amounts. Find ways to present problems about common situations: “There 

are six people in our family. But Grandma and Grandpa are joining us for dinner tonight. How many people 

will there be?” Or, “Usually, we have six people at our dinner table, but José is eating at a friend’s house. 

How many people will there be?” Or, “If James wants three tacos, and Maria wants four, how many tacos 

do I need to make?” Encourage children to explain how they solve such problems. Most kindergarteners 

count from one. Some may count on (or back) or “just know” some combinations. 
 

 Student Math Handbook 

Remember to refer to the Student Math Handbook available electronically in Angel.  The Student 

Math Handbook will provide additional information on instructional strategies to assist with 

homework or directions on how to play games the students have been working on in class. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


